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17-Jul-24The Islam of Hamzah Bin ‘Abdul Muttalib 
The Islam of ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 

Lessons from the Islam of ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
Quraish’s Desperation and the Embargo 

Lessons from the Embargo 


The Islam of Hamzah Bin ‘Abdul Muttalib 


Hamzah Bin ‘Abdul Muttalib was a hunter, he would go out and hunt in the desert, 
and then he would come back and tell all the stories about his hunting expeditions. 
one day while he was out hunting, Abi Jahl approached Rastlullah le 40) le 
alusand started cursing Muhammad els Ae i) ba, while the Messenger of Allah 


was silent. Abi Jahl then threw a rock at Muhammad als ale 41 (be and hit him 
in his head, and Rastlullahalus ule atl lo was bleeding. A slave-girl saw that, and 
when Hamzah came back from hunting, she went and told him the whole story. 


Hamzah obviously was very upset when he heard that this happened to his nephew 
Muhammad alss ale at) be, even though Hamzah was a Mushrik — a Non- 
Believer, at the time, but because of the relationship between him and Muhammad 
alas aile at! lo he felt that an attack on Muhammad, may the peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him, was an attack on himself. So he walked up to Abu Jahl, and 
Abt Jahl was sitting with other leaders of Quraish right in front of Al-Ka’bah, and 
Hamzah just came back from hunting and he was still carrying his bow with him, 
and he walked up straight to Abu Jahl and he hit him on his head with his bow 
and said, “'Take it! And I am now following the religion of Muhammad.” When 
Hamzah said that, he did not say it out of conviction, he said it out of pride, he 
said it to anger Abu Jahl, and when that happened and blood was starting to flow 
out of the head of Abu Jahl, Banu Makhzum, the relatives of AbU Jahl, stood up 
to fight Hamzah, but then Banu Hashim stood up to protect Hamzah, and they 
were about to fight until Abu Jahl interfered and said, “No, leave Abu ‘Imarah 
alone — leave Hamzah alone — because I did shamelessly attack his nephew 
Muhammiadelu:s ule at) gba, “So Abt Jahl calmed things down. Abi Jahl would 
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have thought that I have done good by hurting Muhammad als ale ai) be, but 
then eventually that was the cause of the Islam of Hamzah. And that is the Qadr 
of Allah; you never know what will be the cause of good, so ‘Asa An Takrahi 
Shay'an Wa Huwa Khairullakum — Perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for 
you. And Ibn Is'haq says, “Wa Kana Islamu Hamiyyah — The Islam of Hamzah 
was out of pride, but then it turned into sincerity.” And one scholar said, “I started 
studying Islam to show off and to argue and to debate, but then after that, the 
knowledge of the Religion of Allah humbled me and I became sincere.” So I 
started out with the wrong intention but then down the line my intention was 
being rectified and corrected. So the Religion of Allah, after it stays in a heart for 
a long time, it draws a person closer and closer to Ikhlas — sincerity. 


The Islam of ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
The Last Person you Would Expect to Become Muslim 


‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, as you all know from his early history, was a staunch enemy 
of Islam, and we mentioned how ruthless he was in persecuting the Muslims. One 
day, Lailah, the wife of ‘Amir Bin Rabi‘ah, met ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab. ‘Umar Ibn 
Al-Khattab asked her, “Umm ‘Abdillah, where are you heading?” She said, “You 
have maltreated us and oppressed us, so I am going to leave to one of God’s 
countries to worship my Lord.” She was leaving towards Abyssinia. And ‘Umar Ibn 
Al-Khattab told her, “Sahhibat Kis-Salamah - May peace be with you.” May you 
have a safe journey. When her husband came, she told him, “Do you know what 
happened?” He said, “What?” She said, “I met ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab,” - and that 
was not good news! And then she said, - “and he asked me where I was going and 
I told him, and then he told me in a very sympathetic way, ‘May you have a safe 
journey.” So her husband laughed and said, “Are you expecting that ‘Umar will 
become a Muslim?” She said, “Maybe, why not?” He laughed and said, “‘Umar 
will not become a Muslim until the donkey of his father does.” It 1s impossible! 
Himar Al-Khattab - the donkey of his father will become a Muslim before this 
man does, take that idea out of your mind, forget about it, 1t 1s just impossible, he 
cannot become a Muslim! That was their impression of ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab. 


*‘Umar’s First Step towards Islam 


‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab narrates, and he 1s narrating his own story, he says, “I used 
to love drinking, I was in love with wine, and I had some drinking partners whom 
I would meet every night, and we used to meet in a place in Hazwarah, so I went 
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late that evening to meet my friends.” “I went around looking for other options. 
Umar Ibn Al-Khattab said, “I went to make Tawaf around Al-Ka’bah.” And who 
do you expect he found there? Who else would be praying next to Al-Ka’bah at 
that late hour of the night? Muhammad alus 4ule atl Le, He said, “There was no 
one there but me and Muhammadeles 4ale ail jlo, and Rastilullah did not sense 
my presence.” ‘Umar Ibn Al Khattab says in one narration, “I wanted to sneak and 
attack him,” and in another narration, “I wanted to listen to what he was reciting.” 
And he said, “I was sneaking around Al-Ka’bah until I was right in front of 
Muhammad ales ale atl oe, nothing is between me and him except the cloth of 
Al-Ka’bah, but he could not see me. And I was able to hear his recitation, he was 
right in front of me, and he was reciting from Surah Al-Haqqah.” He said, “And I 
just froze in my tracks listening to the wonderful words of Qur'an. And then I told 
myself, “These must be the words of a poet.’” The next Ayah that Rasilullah.be 
alas ule ailrecited was: Wa Ma Huwa Biqawli Sha‘irin Qalilam Ma Tu'miniin - 
(78) And it 1s not the word of a poet; little do you believe. ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 
said, “I was shocked and I said to myself, “These must be words of a soothsayer, 
how did he know what was in my heart? These must be words of a soothsayer.” 
The next Ayah was: Wala Bigawl Kahinin Qalilam Ma Tadhakkartin (79)- Nor 
the word of a soothsayer; littke do you remember. ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab said, 
“That was the first step in bringing me towards Islam.” Now the foundation of Kufr 
in the heart of ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab is cracked, nevertheless his heart 1s still filled 
with hatred towards Muhammad ely 5 4ale atl ts and the Muslims; he was not there 
yet, he was one step closer, but he still inhibited because of the hatred that he has 
in his heart towards the Muslims. 


‘Umar on his Way to Kill Muhammad 


One day ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab decided that he was going to bring an end to this 
misery, to this disunity among Quraish. Abu jahl said, I promise 100 of the best 
camels (an extraordinary amount of wealth) to anyone who succeeds in doing this, 
and I will add 1,000 pouches of silver.” “Umar became greedy and decided to take 
Abt Jahl up on his offer. He was finally stopped by Nu‘aym ibn ‘Abdillah al- 
Nahham who had recently accepted Islam but had not yet publicised it. He asked 
him where he was going, and ‘Umar replied, “Enough is enough. We have been 
cursed for too long and our ancestors have been ridiculed. If you really want to do 
something, go and fix your own family!” ‘Umar was perplexed and demanded an 
explanation. Nu’aym responded, “Haven’t you heard? Your own sister and 


brother-inlaw have accepted Islam!” In a bid to protect the Prophet , Nu’aym sent 


‘Umar to his sister in the hopes that he would not harm his own family. Enraged, 
‘Umar changed course and marched to his sister’s house. As he approached the 
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door, he heard the Qur’an being recited aloud. Khabbab ibn al-Aratt was teaching 
Fatimah bint al-Khattab and her husband, Sa‘td ibn Zayd . Even in times of 
persecution and tension, education was paramount; the Companions did not stop 
learning and teaching, demonstrating the central importance of seeking knowledge. 
Sa‘id is one of the 10 who were given the glad tidings of Jannah. 7he Prophet 
grabbed ‘Umar by the collar and said, “O Ibn al-Khattab! What are you doing 
here? By Allah, if you continue on this path, Allah will destroy you with a 
punishment!” ‘Umar shocked the room and replied, “I came to accept Islam and 
believe in Allah.” The Prophet shouted “Alla hu Akbar! (Allah 1s the Greatest!)” so 
loudly that everyone in the house immediately knew that ‘Umar accepted Islam. 
On ‘“Umar’s deathbed, Ibn Mas‘tid said, “We have ever remained in glory since 
the day ‘Umar accepted Islam.” Ibn “Abbas once asked ‘Umar how he acquired 
the title “al-Fartq” (The Distinguisher). ‘Umar replied, “The Prophet gave me this 
title when I converted, and we marched to the Ka‘bah and prayed in public for the 
first tme. The Prophet then said, “You are ‘Umar al-Farugq.’”” Immediately after 
his conversion, the Muslims indeed marched to the Ka‘bah in unison under this 
newfound protection. They marched in two rows: one led by Hamzah, and the 
other led by ‘Umar. 


Lessons from the Islam of ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab 


e Rasalullah alwys ule 40) .akKnew People and their Qualities 
‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab had these personal qualities, he had sincerity; when 
he believed in something, he would not go in twisted rounds or turns, he 


would face a thing head on, and he was very courageous and brave, and 
Rastlullahals 5 ule 40) le was looking at these personal qualities. 

Abu Jahl would rise and would lead his people. Even though it was an evil, 
but he did it right. He was good in what he was doing, even though he was 
on the wrong path. So Rasilullahals «ule tl lo wanted to win one of these 
men over to Islam because they would bring with them all of their resources. 
Rasilullah’s aly “le 40) aDeep Understanding of People and how to 
Cure their Diseases 

It is narrated that Rastlullahals «gle 40) ~ placed his hand on the chest of 
‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab and said, “O Allah, cure his heart from hatred,” and 
he made that Du‘a’ three times. So Rasiilullahalss He 40) Jleeput his hand 
on the disease and cured it. 
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e The Best of you in Jahiliyyah are the Best of you in Islam if you 
Understand Religion 
Figh means understating, Fiqh does not mean that you memorise rules. Now 
we have used the word Figh as a label to talk about Islamic law, but the word 
Figh in Hadith has a more broader meaning, it means understanding, 
comprehension. So Rastlullah ales ule tl be says [that] the people who 
have good personal qualities before they become Muslim, they would 
become the best among the Muslims if they understand the Religion. So 
there is a pre-requisite there; they have to understand the Religion. 


Quraish’s Desperation and the Embargo 


Terms of the Embargo 


Quraish officially requested Banti Hashim to hand over Muhammad4ze il be 
alus to kill him. Obviously Bant Hashim refused, so the result was an agreement 
between the various tribes of Quraish to boycott Banu Hashim [and Bant 
Muttalib]. Zhe embargo started in the month of Muharram of the seventh year 
atter the Message began, and it was that no one would deal with them, no trade 
would be conducted between them, and no one would marry of them or to them, 
until they give up the Prophet Muhammad . So it was a commercial blockade, and 
also it was that no family relations are established with them; no marriage [was] to 
be done with them and they would accept no marriage offers coming from Banu 
Hashim [and Bantt Muttalib]. this was not only to Bani Hashim, but it included 
Banu Muttalib, Al-Imam Ash-Shafi‘l is a descendant of Banu Muttalib, so he is 
close to Rasulullah. 


Note:- Banu Hashim is an arab clan within the Quraysh tribe to which Muhammad 
ibn Abdullah belonged, named after Muhammad’s great-grandfather Hashim ibn 


abd manaf alas gle ai) bua, 


Note:- Banu Mutallib was the grandfather of Ubaydah ibn al-Hanith, 
a sahabi of Muhammad albss «le at) jbo, He was also the ancestor of Imam Shafi . 


The Suffering of Bani Hashim and Bani Muttalib 


After quraish posted the document inside Al-Ka’bah, Things became quite severe, 
it is reported by Sa’d Ibn Abi Waqqas, “We were so hungry that we used to eat 
leaves of trees.” We would go to the trees and just grab the leaves and eat them, 
that is how hungry we were. And these were Mushrikin by the way, Bantu Hashim 
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and Bantt Muttalib, many of them were Non-Muslims, and they went through all 
of this. Why? Because they refused to hand over Muhammad. Two or three years 
passed, and Hisham Bin Al-Harith, who was the most enthusiastic in refusing the 
terms of the embargo - he was a relative to Banu Hashim from his maternal side 
- what he used to do during those two or three years was that he would load a camel 
with food, and he would take it on top of the hill that was overlooking the enclave 
of Bantu Hashim, and then he would hit the camel and set it free and release it so 
it would go down the hill and end up among Bant: Hashim, and he would do that 
secretly, obviously. So he was the one who used to sneak in food to the people of 
Banu Hashim and Banu Muttalib. Obviously Hisham Bin Al-Harith was not 
included in the embargo because he was not himself from Bant’ Hashim or Banu 
Muttalib, but he had some relationship with them through his mother’s side. 


Hisham Bin Al-Harith -One Man’s Determination to End the Embargo 
Hisham Bin Al-Hanth—~ 


Zuhair Ibn AbI Umayyah 
Al-Mut‘am Bin ‘Uday 


Abul Bukhtarl [a 


Zam‘ah Bin Al-Aswad. 


So next day in the morning after gathering of this group, Zuhair Ibn Ab1 Umayyah 
goes 1n with special clothes, a ceremonial gown that he had on, and he made Tawaf, 
and that was the time in which the assembly of Quraish meet, and their meeting 
place was in An-Nadwah close by to Al-Ka’bah. So Zuhair Ibn Ab1 Umayyah is 
wearing those special clothes and he made Tawaf and then he came and stood right 
above the assembly of Quraish, and he told them, “O people of Quraish! Does it 
please you to eat well, and to dress at will, while Bantu Hashim and Bant Muttalib 
are going through distress? I swear in the name of Allah that Iam not going to take 
a seat unless that document is torn apart!” Nowa second person from the five stood 
up, as if it was spontaneous, as if they did not coordinate this among themselves, 
and said, “Yes! I never agreed to that document from the day it was written.” And 
now a third person stood up and said, “I swear that I have nothing to do with such 
a document and I do not want to be part of such an agreement.” And the fourth 
person stood up, and then finally Hisham himself gave some comments. Now, Abu 
Jahl stood up and he said, “Hadha Amrun Dubbira BiLayl - 7/ius is something 
that you planned at nght.” Do not tell me that it was spontaneous, you planned this 
aforehand. But it was too late, things were already getting out of control, and Al- 
Mut‘am Bin ‘Uday went into AlKa’bah to tear down the document, and 
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Subhan'Allah, he goes in and he finds that the document has already been eaten 
up my termites with the exception of two words; Bismik Allahum - In the name of 
our Lord. Everything else was eaten, all of the oppression of the document was 
eaten, with the exception of the opening words, Bismik Allahum - In the name of 
Allah. So the embargo was ended after two or three years. 


Lessons from the Embargo 


1. The Difference People Can Make 


This Religion needs men and women to stand up and take action - Qum Fa'andhir. 
So the Muslim is standing up, and even when the Muslim is sitting down or lying 
down, they are not relieved of their duties. ag 4 dele 3 13 gag los ail & 98% Gall - 
[Those] who remember Allah while standing or sitting or [lying] on their sides (al- 
imran:191).You are never relieved; as a Muslim you are continuously doing 
something. So we need to take action, and ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab used to make 
this Du‘a' and say, “O Allah, I seek refuge in You from the strong Disbeliever and 
the weak Believer.” For example, with the people of Salih, they were destroyed by 
the thunderbolt, with the people of ‘Wa, they were destroyed through the Tornado, 
with the people of Lat, Allah 4. Js made the earth sink, but from Misa and 
onward, Allah +e. ds has brought about change through the hands of the 
Believers. Allah 4s Js prescribed Jihad on the Ummah of Misa, they were the 
first Ummah to wage Jihad, it was the Ummah of Musa. Before that, the Ambiya’' 
did not fight, but from Mtsa and onward, Allah 44s Js would punish the Non- 
Believers through the armies of Al-Mu'mineen - the Believers. 


2. Document Being Eaten Up by Termites 


Wama Ya’lamu Junuda Rabbika Illa Ht - And none knows the soldiers of your 
Lord except Him.(Mudasir:31) 


3. Strength of Rasilullah and splitting of moon 
Al-Khattabi, one of the classical scholars, says, “The splitting of the moon 
was a great sign that cannot even be compared to signs given to prior 
Messengers. ‘This 1s because it was witnessed in the vastness of the universe 
and traversing beyond the laws of nature. With this, the confirmation of the 
Prophet’sass ale ail laMessage was by preponderance.” What Al- 
Khattabi is saying is that no miracle was greater than this, because this was a 
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miracle that happened in Earth and in the Heavens, while every other 
miracle of other Prophets happened on Earth, was limited to Earth, but this 
was a sign that was both for the Heavens and the earth. Wallahu A’lam. 


Ayat Predicting Victory of the Romans 

The word that was used in the Ayah is Adnal Ard. [The Byzantines have 
been defeated. In the nearest land.] ‘Adna’ has two meanings in Arabic; one 
is the nearest, and the other one 1s the lowest. Nearest - this was the meaning 
that was adopted by the early scholars because the nearest land to the land 
of the Arabs was Ash-Sham; Syria and Falastin. So that was how they 
interpreted it. But now, in light of science, we have a new understanding of 
this verse, because it turns out that the battlefield where the battle occurred, 
next to the Dead Sea, is the lowest point on the face of the earth, it 1s over 
400 feet below sea level. So that is another miracle mentioned in this Ayah. 


